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Mitt. A Democrat?
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Our guy Mitt has met trouble lately in his effort 
to become next year’s Republican presidential 
candidate. First Michele Bachmann, then Rick 
Perry, then Herman Cain threatened his front-run-
ner status. Because of ignorance, inarticulateness 
and womanizing these three are finished. Now 
Newt Gingrich is on an upswing. Everyone already 
knows how mean, hypocritical and unfaithful 
Newt is, so it‘s hard to imagine any new informa-
tion that could rout him. Newt could wreck Mitt’s 
dream of becoming president.

That’s sad. Mitt seems like a good guy who has 
been running for public office since 1994, almost 
twice as long as he ran Bain Capital. We hate to see 
a man with a dream disappointed.

But Mitt made a regrettable decision about his 
affiliation early in his political career. He probably 
chose the Republican Party because both his par-
ents had run for office admirably on that ticket. But 
children often reject their parents’ choices. When 
Mitt saw the direction his parents’ party was going, 
he should have become a Democrat. He might have 
had a lot more to show for his efforts than he has 
now.

Consider this. Mitt is stiff, polished, well-edu-
cated, lacking in humor and out of touch with the 
common man. Sounds like a Democrat to me.

Democrats don’t take umbrage at a Harvard 
education or lack of humor. Mitt fits in well with 
Mike Dukakis and John Kerry, two stiff, polished, 
well-educated men. Mike Dukakis rode the T. 
Some interpreted this behavior as being holier than 
thou. His affection for the T paradoxically showed 
how out of touch he was with the common man. 
Mitt’s out of touch too. But Democrats can handle 
such paradoxes.

Democrats would have welcomed Mitt’s views. 
He was an advocate for choice and he said gay 
couples were fine with him. At one point Mitt said 
human activity contributed to global warming. 
That point of view seemed to reflect his good edu-
cation and good sense.

But as the Republican Party changed, Mitt was 
left high and dry. He had to make up stories about 
his beliefs. He looked less serious as his positions 
changed.

By Dan Murphy

Villa Mexico Café failed to win the 
support of the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association (BHCA) Zoning and 
Licensing Committee last week for 
the restaurant’s proposed move to 
a new location at 12 Grove St.
 The committee decided by 
a vote of 12-3-3 Wednesday to 
oppose the applicant’s request for 
the zoning relief and licenses that 
would allow it to open a small 
take-out and delivery restaurant in 
a residential district at Cambridge 
and Phillips streets.
 At the new location, Villa 
Mexico would occupy approxi-
mately 320 square feet on the 
street level and offer no on-site 
seating. Proposed hours of opera-
tion would be 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
with an opening time of 8 or 9 
a.m.
 Attorney Richard Lynds repre-
sented Julie King and her daughter 
Betsy, who have operated the busi-
ness at Grampy’s gas station at 296 
Cambridge St. for approximately 
five years.
 “The desire is to stay in the 
neighborhood to serve the many 
customers and clientele that Judy 
has served over the years,” Lynds 
said, adding that the applicant 
would enter into a five-year lease 
for the space, with the option of 
renewing for an additional five 
years.
 Betsy King said the restaurant 
would be equipped with an inter-
nal, state-of-the art ventilation sys-
tem to mitigate impacts on neigh-
bors, including the residents of 
five apartments also located in the 
building. 
 Trash would be stored behind 

The Esplanade Association’s efforts to sig-
nificantly improve the landscape of one of 
Boston’s most treasured parks have been 
given a big boost. 
 The organization has announced that it 
has received an award in the amount of $1 
million to help revitalize and re-landscape 
the Eliot Memorial area on the Esplanade, 
as well as aid in improving and maintaining 
the park’s overall landscape. 
 “The size and nature of the award are a 
wonderful vote of confidence in our work 

and our vision for the Esplanade,” said 
Margo Newman, chair of The Esplanade 
Association’s board of directors.
 This award is made in memory of Francis 
W. Hatch Jr., a noted environmentalist and 
humanitarian who served as a member of 
the Massachusetts House of Representatives 
in the 1960s and 1970s and as the Minority 
Leader from 1971 to 1979.  Hatch authored 
the Hatch Act, the state’s 1965 landmark 
wetlands protection law. He served on the 
boards of the Isabella Stewart Gardner 

Villa Mexico
on Grove St.
not approved
BHCA Zoning votes
down request 12-3-3

TEA announces $1M landscape grant

With less than two weeks until-
Christmas, the annual Charles Street 
Stroll was held on last Thursday 
night.  For three hours Charles 
Street was turned into a pedestrian 
mall. In the above photo from left 
Lisa Osterfeld, Susan Symonds, 
President of the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association  and Ian Moorhouse, 
Executive Director of Hill House 
greet Santa (aka Dave DeLisle) at 
the Hill House Open House.  
In the photo to the left the Charles 
Street Christmas ablaze as revelers 
enjoy the feel of a magical night. 
See additional  photos on pages 10 
and 11. 
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Jeff Longnecker, with his children George and Eve.

Maggie Fleck, age 9, reaching for a tag off our Giving Tree.

Children’s author Will Moses signing a copy of his latest book 

“Mary and her Little Lamb.
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Hill House Tree and Wreath Sale
On December 3 and 4, Hill House 
held its annual Holiday Tree and 
Wreath Sale at 127 Mount Vernon 
St.  Amidst the smell of pine and 
lingering holiday tunes, attendees 
enjoyed hot chocolate and a perfor-
mance by Emerson’s Noteworthy 
while shopping for a tree and 
holiday décor. The sale supplied 
nearly 200 trees to nearby Boston 
neighborhoods. 
 Hill House has staffed and run 
the Tree Sale for nearly a decade. 
The organization offers free tree 
delivery to Beacon Hill, Back Bay 
and West End, saving families the 
commute to a suburban tree farm.
 On December 3, an appearance 

by children’s author Will Moses 
and a couple of miniature sheep 
drew quite an audience. Moses 
signed copies of his latest book 

“Mary and her Little Lamb” while 
children enjoyed a small-scale pet-
ting zoo..
{Legal Harborside}
“Fish Market”
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