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I N S I D E

Karen Cord Taylor is a journalist who founded, edited 
and published the Beacon Hill Times, The Back Bay Sun 
and The Charlestown Bridge, now known as the Patriot-
Bridge, for many years. She can be reached at karen@
bostoncolumn.com. Past columns are posted onwww.
bostoncolumn.com.

(ESPLANADE Pg. 11) (STATE COMMITTEE Pg.11)

BANKS DID US A DISSERVICE IN THE PAST DECADE AS     
they lent money to people who couldn’t afford their 
mortgage payments. Then they foreclosed, leav-
ing properties vacant and uncared for, degrading 
neighborhoods. At the end of it all, in many cases, 
the banks recouped less in the foreclosure than they 
would have if they had worked out payments the 
original borrowers could have actually afforded.

The brilliant minds at work in that scenario 
now have another predatory move up their sleeves. 
They’re out to destroy retail districts. The banks 
don’t see this as their aim, but this is the result if they 
infest our neighborhoods with their blank windows.

Beacon Hill is seeing the worst of it right now, 
but other downtown neighborhoods are at risk. As 
much as North Enders complain about the noise and 
traffic from their restaurants, they would miss those 
annoyances if the restaurants became a line of bank 
windows.

Beacon Hill already has five banks, one credit 
union, a stand-alone ATM, and several other ATMs 
in shops throughout the Hill. On its edges are four 
more banks.

But Capital One wants to move into the promi-
nent corner of Mount Vernon and Charles streets, 
displacing a small, heavily patronized convenience 
store. It’s not clear as I write this how that situation 
will turn out, since there was a huge demonstration 
of opposition to giving the bank relief from a quirky 
zoning problem. And spokesman Jimmy Hernandez 
confirmed that TD Bank is angling for a space on 
Cambridge Street, probably the large empty space at 
250 Cambridge Street. Broker Martha Abrams-Bell, 
who, rumor has it, upped the price when a bank 
became interested, did not return a phone call.

It will be hard for these banks to attract a sig-
nificant market share on Beacon Hill. Part of the 
problem is the banks that are already here, such as 
the Cambridge Trust. Cambridge Trust’s warm staff, 
their participation in and support of the neighbor-
hood, and that bank’s policies means that it already 
has as customers many of the long-term wealthier 
residents’ and most of the local businesses’ busi-
ness. The new banks’ most likely customers will be 
students and short-term younger professionals with 
small accounts and few loan needs.

But these new banks may not want custom-
ers. During a recent meeting at which Capital One 

THE BOSTON REPUBLICAN CITY 
Committee will host candidates for 
the Republican State Committee 
whose districts are either whol-
ly or partially in Boston at the 
Park Street School, located at 67 
Brimmer St. in Beacon Hill, on 
Tuesday, Jan. 31, at 7 p.m.
 Each candidate for State 
Committee will have several min-
utes to introduce his or herself 
and answer questions.  Republican 
Ward members from across the 
city will be in attendance and this 
event is open to the public.
 Committee chair Brad Williams 
said, “This election is very exciting 
as we have three contested races 
and will have several new State 
Committee members representing 
Boston. Ever since U.S. Senator 
Scott Brown won the special elec-
tion and took over 30 percent of 
the vote in Boston, I have seen 
renewed interest from grassroots 

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

THE ESPLANADE ASSOCIATION (TEA) WILL 
hold a public meeting, “Esplanade 2020 
Unveiled,” in the Rabb Auditorium of the 
Boston Public Library, 700 Boylston St., 
on Thursday, Feb. 9, at 6 p.m. to present 
a community vision for the Charles River 
Esplanade. 
 An initiative of TEA, Esplanade 2020 
has brought together community members, 
public officials, and design professionals to 
craft a shared vision for the future of the 
Esplanade. The meeting will provide the 
public with an opportunity to hear and com-
ment on the recommendations set forth in 
Esplanade 2020.
 As part of the park’s centennial in 2010, 
TEA assembled a team of leading Boston 
design and planning specialists, the Esplanade 
2020 Committee, to take a fresh look at 
every element of the park. Working closely 
with the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR), park users, and major 

By Times staff

THE BEACON HILL CIVIC ASSOCI. 
(BHCA) board of directors voted 
unanimously last week to draft a 
letter to the city requesting tighter 
restrictions on “as of right” office 
uses on Cambridge Street and the 
south side of Charles Street.
 BHCA Zoning and Licensing 
Committee co-chair Tom Clemens 
said the letter to the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) 
would endorse amending Boston 
Zoning Codes to limit code-com-
pliant office usage in those parts of 
the neighborhood.
 “We’re looking at the state of 
the neighborhood and changes 
that could save the vitality of those 
two streets,” Clemens said.

BHCA votes 
for restrictions
on retail spaces

Vision for a better Esplanade to be unveiled
stakeholders, this group of volunteers spent 
more than a year crafting a vision for the 
Esplanade. The committee held more than a 
dozen meetings with the general public and 
a variety of stakeholders to gather input that 
helped the committee establish guiding prin-
ciples, create a vision statement, and define 
objectives. Esplanade 2020 illustrates ways 
in which these core principles, consistently 
applied, can transform Boston’s waterside 
park into one of the world’s great urban 
outdoor spaces.
 The objectives of Esplanade 2020 are 
to present recommendations for the con-
tinued restoration and enhancement of the 
Esplanade for the next 100 years. Some 
ideas are big and ambitious, others more 
readily implemented. These ideas can pro-
vide context for very specific restoration 
projects and can serve as an inspiration and 
as a road map for future improvements on 
the Esplanade.
 For more information on the project, 

Roger Farrington Photo

Richard Masland, PhD, Professor of Ophthalmology and Patricia Donahoe, MD, Chief of 
Pediatric Surgical Services, Emeritus attended the Massachusetts General Hospital' Warren 
Triennial Prize Dinner that was held at the Liberty Hotel.  See additional photographs on 
pages 6 and 7.

GOP Committee
to host  forum
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Hill House Campers at the Teddy Ebersol Fields on the Esplanade last 
summer

Hill House Campers on a field trip to the Museum of Fine Arts last sum-
mer

Camper Annie Huffstutler 
enjoys the outdoors at one of 
the playgrounds last summer

Campers are seen at the Charles 
River Park pool play area.

Handsome Federal style townhouse with 8 rooms features double living 
room with small office, 3 bedrooms, including full floor master with sauna, 
master bath, formal dining room overlooking bricked patio, eat-in kitchen. 
Within walking distance of Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Park Square and the 
Public Garden and Boston Common.  Near outstanding restaurants, 
theatres and public transportation.  Offered at $1,099,000. 

B V

E L A:

S W    617-877-7757
B ML  617-549-0939

C B R B
 C S, B  617-723-2737

.NEM.
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Paul S. Calantropo & Co. Serving Boston for over 36 years 

~ Grandfather Clocks A Specialty
~ Pick up and delivery in Boston
~ *Free estimate & appraisal with this ad
“Caretaker of the South Station Clock”
            SAVE THIS AD

333 Washington Street, Suite 204, Boston, MA 02108
617-542-3836 • www.pcbostonjewelry.com

Professional Clock Repair

THE-BAC.EDU / LI

∙ History & Preservation

320 Newbury St

(617) 585-0101

LI@the-bac.edu
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Hill House will open registration 
for its 12th season of summer 
camp this Thursday, Jan. 19, at 
10 a.m. For 80 campers each 
week, the program encourages 
personal growth and active, sum-
mer fun.

This year, Hill House was 
nationally recognized through 
accreditation by the American 
Camp Association. The main 
purpose of the ACA-accredita-
tion program is to educate camp 
owners, directors and adminis-
tration of key aspects of camp 
operation, particularly those 
related to program quality and 
the health and safety of campers 
and staff. The standards estab-
lish guidelines, policies, proce-
dures and practices. The camp 
then is responsible for ongoing 

implementation of these policies. 
Hill House is the only American 
Camp Association accredited 
organization in Boston. 
 “We recognize the power of 
the summer camp experience; it 
can be life-changing for our camp-
ers,” said Hill House Executive 
Director Ian Moorhouse. “The 
ACA accreditation shows we are 
providing the best possible expe-
rience while following national 
standards of excellence.” 
 Hill House offers camps of 
athletic, creative and playful 
nature to children, ages 3 to 11. 
Weekly sessions will begin every 
Monday from June 18 through 
Aug. 27. Three strands of Hill 
House summer camp, day camp, 
sports camp and kiddie kamp 
will begin each morning at 127 

Newly ACA accredited Hill House camp opening for registration
Mount Vernon St. 
 After drop-off, new adven-
tures await each day. Field trips 
to Boston’s many museums and 
sports venues envelop days spent 

playing on the Common, splashing 
in the Charles River Park Pool and 
getting creative in the Firehouse’s 
kitchen and art room. 
 Hill House will kick off its first 

week as an ACA-accredited orga-
nization with February Vacation 
Camp from Feb. 21 to 24. For 
more information, or to register, 
visit HillHouseBoston.org.

Campers on the Common last summer.

Campers with counselor and Hill House staff member Frank Iudiciani 
last summer.




