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Supermarket likely, against all odds
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I N S I D E

Karen Cord Taylor is a journalist who founded, edited 
and published the Beacon Hill Times, The Back Bay Sun 
and The Charlestown Bridge, now known as the Patriot-
Bridge, for many years. She can be reached at karen@
bostoncolumn.com. Past columns are posted onwww.
bostoncolumn.com.

According to the 2010 census, 50,888 people live in 
Charlestown, the downtown, Beacon Hill, the North 
End/Waterfront and the West End. This region has 
two supermarkets, Whole Foods at Charles River 
Plaza and Johnnie’s in Charlestown.

The same census showed 41,250 residents in 
Urbana, Illinois. I’ve seen with my own eyes the seven 
supermarkets within that city’s borders and about a 
dozen more in the neighboring city of Champaign. 

What are we doing wrong?
Nothing, said Mike Tesler, a Bentley University 

retailing professor and a principal at Retail 
Concepts. 

“The answer isn’t in the demographics or the 
consumers,” he said. “Supermarkets are large cor-
porations, and it’s all about incremental dollars and 
expanding where they are going to get the most prof-
its.”

Compared to the burbs or small cities, large cities’ 
sites are more expensive, they require more permit-
ting, parking is a problem, and they may have to hire 
pricier union labor for the build-out. Moreover, even 
if residents want a supermarket, someone will com-
plain. “It’s Boston,” Tesler explained.

Traditional supermarkets have lost market share 
each year to Whole Foods and Trader Joe’s on the 
specialty end and Target and Wal-Mart on the low-
price end. Cities are uncertain for them. “The last 
thing your traditional supermarkets are are risk-tak-
ers,” said Tesler.

He said the only way a supermarket would con-
sider a location like downtown Boston is if they were 
assured they’d have no setting-up problems.

That’s why it looks as if Stop & Shop or another 
supermarket is likely to set up shop in Downtown 
North, also known as the Bulfinch Triangle. The 
Boston Redevelopment Authority, working with 
developer Trinity Financial, is minimizing the risks. 

You probably think what you’re reading is nuts 
because all reports from the dailies to neighborhood 
newspapers are lamenting the demise of the super-
market.

Apparently no one talked to the BRA. Senior 
Manager Peter Gori said he is confident a super-
market will arrive. Serious conversation is going on 
between Trinity and Stop & Shop about taking over 

Looking back at the year 2011
By Dan Murphy

• In January, the city began tak-
ing steps to make public safety 
improvements to Codman Island 
at Charles and Beacon streets in 
response to concerns from the 
Beacon Hill Civic Association and 
City Councilor Mike Ross’ office.
• On Jan. 16, state Environmental 
Police killed a coyote that was 
spotted near the Frog Pond on the 
Boston Common and later on the 
streets of Beacon Hill.
• On Jan. 29, the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association held its 39th 
annual Winter Dance at the 
Mandarin Oriental. The black-tie 
event had an “Old Hollywood 
Glamour” theme and drew more 
than 300 guests.
• In February, the Advent School 
announced that it had entered into 
a multi-year lease for a former 
office building at 99 West Cedar 
St. 
• On March 23, the Friends of 

Codman Island at the intersection of Charles and 
Beacon streets.

the Public Garden, the Boston 
Parks and Recreation Department 
and Mayor Thomas M. Menino 
held a groundbreaking ceremony 
on the Boston Common for the 
first phase of construction on the 
Brewer Fountain Plaza and the 
surrounding area.
• In April, Beacon Hill Village 
celebrated its 10th anniversary.
• On April 9, Beacon Hill 
Nursery School celebrated its 55th 
anniversary at its annual “Toast of 
the Town” auction.
• On May 12, the Beacon Hill 
Business Association (BHBA) held 
its 11th annual “Taste of Beacon 
Hill ” at the Omni Parker House 
Hotel. 
• On May 16, the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association held its 89th 
annual meeting at the Union Club. 
At that time, the organization 
awarded the 15th annual Beacon 
Award to its first president, Gael 
Mahony.
• On May 19, the Beacon Hill 
Garden Club sponsored its 82nd 
Hidden Gardens Tour.
• On June 5, the 21st annual 
Beacon Hill art walk took place on 
the Hill’s north slope.
• On June 10, the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association sponsored its 
Summer White Party at the Union 
Club.
• In July, the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association awarded its first 
Golden Broom Awards to Jack and 
Mary Fitzgerald of Irving Street 
and Anna’s Taqueria of Cambridge 
Street in recognition of their efforts 
to keep the areas around their 
properties clean and free from lit-
ter.
• On July 28, Hubway, the 
city’s bike-share program, was 
launched.
• On Sept. 14, the Advent School 
planted a Princeton elm tree in 
the Public Garden to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of the 
school’s opening.
• On Sept. 18, the Beacon Hill 

(YEAR IN REVIEW Pg. 6)

On December 13, members of the Hill House hockey program and their families enjoyed an 
evening at the Boston Garden. In between periods of the Bruins versus Los Angeles Kings 
game (Bruins 3, Kings 0), Hill House hockey players also took to the ice to play their own 
three minute games. Shown above is The Kerrigan family.  See more photographs on page 4.
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Hill House Hockey at the Boston Garden
Players hit the ice on December 13 

18 players who played on the ice at the Boston Garden are shown before game-time

Players have a face off.

Players are on the ice.

Alex Curry Photos 
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ANTHONY E. ERCOLINI
INSURANCE AGENCY INC.

617-227-2150 fAx 617-227-4471
111 STATE STREET, BOSTON, MA 02109
 EMAIL rbarrett@ercoliniinsurance.com

Your LocaL agent in Downtown Boston

WE HAVE GREAT RATES FOR: AUTO, HOME OWNERS, 
CONDO MASTER POLICIES AND SMALL BUSINESS. BOSTON

CONSIGNMENT
BUY.  CONSIGN.

ENJOY.
FURNISHINGS FROM THE FINEST HOMES

RÉAL & SHEILA ROY
238 HigHland ave., needHam HeigHts, ma 02494

781-449-0900 • bostonconsigns.com
info@bostonconsigns.com

YOUR  AD 
HERE

PLEA SE  C A L L 
7 81 - 4 85 - 0 588

THE DEADLINE FOR LISTING EVENTS IS THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION. CALL 617-523-9490 OR FAX 
617-523-8668 OR EMAIL EDITOR@BEACONHILLTIMES.COM

C A L E N D A R

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28

CONCERT, Yaakov Zamir (counter-tenor) 
and Juliet Cunningham (piano) performing 
Romantic 18th and 19th century French 
arias, Church of St. John Evangelist, 35 
Bowdoin St., 5:30-6:30 p.m., free, visit www.
stjev.org or call 617-227-5242 for more 
information

TUESDAY, JAN. 3

RECITAL, Trium Vocal Ensemble perform-
ing “Love Came Down,” King’s Chapel, 58 
Tremont St., 12:15 p.m., suggested donation: 
$3 per person, call 617-227-2155 for more 
information

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 4

CONCERT, “A Composing Lineage,” Church of 
St. John Evangelist, 35 Bowdoin St., 5:30-
6:30 p.m., free, visit www.stjev.org or call 
617-227-5242 for more information

THURSDAY, JAN. 5

LECTURE, “Macular Degeneration,” Haber 
Conference Room, MGH, 11 a.m.-noon

CONCERT, “From Bach to Warsaw,” Church of 
St. John Evangelist, 35 Bowdoin St., 7 p.m., 
visit www.stjev.org or call 617-227-5242 for 
more information

DISCUSSION on William Lloyd Garrison, 
Museum of African American History of 
African Meeting House, 8 Smith Court, 6 
p.m., call 617-742-5415 for more informa-
tion

TUESDAY, JAN. 10

RECITAL, Solar Winds Quintet performing 
works by Coleman, Parker and Turrin, King’s 
Chapel, 58 Tremont St., 12:15 p.m., sug-
gested donation: $3 per person, call 617-
227-2155 for more information

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 11

CONCERT, Ben Henry-Moreland (baritone) 
and James Busby (piano) performing songs 
by Schumann and Finzi, Church of St. John 
Evangelist, 35 Bowdoin St., 5:30-6:30 p.m., 
free, visit www.stjev.org or call 617-227-
5242 for more information

THURSDAY, JAN. 12

LECTURE, Dr. Ned Hallowell discussing 
“Promoting Successful Learning and Lifelong 
Joy in this CRAZYBUSY World,” Kingsley 
Montessori School, 26 Exeter St., 6:30-8 
p.m., admission: free, R.S.V.P. to karen_d@
kingsley.org or 617-226-4932




