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More children downtown. Now what?
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Karen Cord Taylor is a journalist who founded, edited 
and published the Beacon Hill Times, The Back Bay Sun 
and The Charlestown Bridge, now known as the Patriot-
Bridge, for many years. She can be reached at karen@
bostoncolumn.com. Past columns are posted onwww.
bostoncolumn.com. (Grant Pg.13)

Mayor Menino has once again focused on the 
schools, and we hope he is more successful this year 
than in the past. Transforming Madison Park into 
an effective technical and vocational high school 
with adult education at night is inspired. Reducing 
busing and creating new improved neighborhood 
schools is necessary. And it’s obvious that many 
schools are actually improving.
	 But the mayor is still missing a cohort of kids 
whose lives would be better if they had a school 
and appropriate housing. The city has so far hardly 
noticed downtown Boston’s kids, a growing popula-
tion compared to the rest of the city.
	 The 2010 census shows the state of affairs.  As 
a whole, Boston lost children in the past decade. In 
2000, 116,559 children under 18 years of age lived 
in the city. In 2010, the number of children under 
18 totaled 103,710, or 13,000 fewer kids. 
	 But downtown Boston goes against the trend. 
Here, in all but three neighborhoods, the number of 
children is rising. Go figure.
	 The Back Bay, Bay Village, Beacon Hill, 
Downtown, Leather District, North End/Waterfront, 
and the South End have seen increases in the under 
18 population from about 14 percent in the North 
End to 700 percent in the Leather District, which 
admittedly had only 6 kids living there in 2000. In 
raw numbers, the increase has been as disparate 
as 10 more kids in Bay Village to 399 more in the 
South End.
	 Curiously, Charlestown, a family-oriented neigh-
borhood with slightly more affordable housing and 
the appealing Warren-Prescott elementary school, 
lost 139 kids. Chinatown and the West End also had 
reduced numbers of children. Alvaro Lima, director 
of research at the Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
can’t explain why these neighborhoods have fewer 
kids, and neither can their residents. In fact, Laura 
Carroll, a Charlestown Mothers’ Association board 
member, believes the numbers are wrong, since her 
group has seen an explosion of mothers seeking 
membership to CMA.
	 Despite disputed figures, it’s clear the downtown 
is attracting families with children. Almost 10 per-
cent of the nearly 100,000 people in downtown 
Boston are under 18.
	 Lima doesn’t yet have an explanation for the 
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The Beacon Hill Civic Association held their Annual Winter Gala on 
Saturday night at the Four Seasons.  "All That Glitters" celebrated the 
90th year of the BHCA.  Shown above are Jackie and Graig Fantuzzi.  See 
other photos on pages 8, 9 and 12. 

By Dan Murphy

The proprietor of DeLuca’s Market pledged to 
open his shuttered store again as two other business-
owners announced their plans to leave the neighbor-
hood at the Joint Charles Street Committee meeting 
Wednesday.
	 “People don’t believe it’s going to open again,” said 
Virgil Aiello, owner of DeLuca’s, which has remained 
closed since falling prey to a four-alarm fire on July 8, 
2010. “It’s going to open again is all I can say, whether 
people like it or not.”
	 Before a standing-room crowd at the Mt. Vernon 
Street Firehouse, Aiello outlined plans for the reno-
vated store, including the addition of a sitting space 
with tables and chairs where patrons can consume 
food and drink purchased on site, as well as new stor-
age space located behind the adjacent Charles Street 
Cleaners at 17 Charles St. (Aiello said he has scrapped 
a controversial plan to build an apartment above this 
proposed storage area).
	 Additionally, Aiello intends to create more storage 
space by excavating below the only portion of the 
store’s ground level that doesn’t already have base-
ment beneath it. Aiello attributes this structural condi-
tion to the fact that the building was built piecemeal.
	 “There are potential zoning questions that might 

DeLuca's to open;
2 businesses leaving

On Charles Street

Athenaeum receives $2M grant for curatorship of rare books
Special to the Times

Anne C. and David J. 
Bromer have made an 
important gift of $2 mil-
lion to endow the Anne 
C. and David J. Bromer 
Curator of Rare Books and 
Manuscripts at the Boston 
Athenaeum, the Athenæum 
announced.
	 The Bromers are the 
proprietors of Bromer 
Booksellers, specializing in 
aesthetically significant rare 
books, located in Copley 
Square since 1980. They 
are noted authorities in 
such specialties as private 
press books, “fore-edge” 
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Pictured, left to right, are David J. Bromer, Anne C. Bromer and 
Stanley Ellis Cushing

painting, one-of-a-kind 
fine binding designs, early 
children’s books and min-
iature books. Anne studied 
Library Science at Simmons 
College, and David holds 
three degrees, including the 
Ph.D., from MIT.  They are 
longtime supporters of the 
Boston Athenæum.
	 “The Bromers are among 
the lucky few who found a 
way to turn a great pas-
sion into a successful busi-
ness as well as an avocation 
and a scholarly pursuit,” 
said Paula D. Matthews, 
the Boston Athenæum’s 
Stanford Calderwood direc-
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Beacon Street, and is co-spon-
sored by the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association and the Beacon Hill 
Seminars. The evening begins at 
6:00 p.m. with a seasonal three 
course dinner buffet featuring 
delicious foods such as maple 
roasted turkey, oven roasted pork 
loin and other seasonal favorites. 
	 Sears and Conner have been 
performing together for over a 
decade and have delighted audi-
ences around the world with 
their lively cabaret acts. Their 
passion as musical historians 
allows them to bring new life 
into classics by Irving Berlin, 
George & Ira Gershwin, Bing 

Crosby and Fred Astaire. Their 
reputation as Gershwin perform-
ers was honored by the selection 
of their recordings to be part of 
the Interactive Kiosk at the new 
George & Ira Gershwin Room at 
the Library of Congress. 
	 Advance reservations are 
required. Reserve on-line at www.
bhcivic.org or contact the BHCA 
at 617-227-1922.  The cost per 
person is $40 for Beacon Hill 
Civic Association, Beacon Hill 
Seminars, and Beacon Hill Village 
members and $45 for non-mem-
bers. The price includes dinner, 
dessert, concert ticket and gratu-
ity. There will be a cash bar. 

	 In its fourth season, Girls on 
the Run of Suffolk County hopes 
to attract 100 participants to five 
Boston teams, two of them in 
Beacon Hill. Although this year’s 
teams will sport blue tees, rather 
than the signature magenta, girl 
power still runs the program.
	 In July of 2010, Hill House 
became a licensed provider of 
Girls on the Run. The program 
aims to develop positive emo-
tional, physical and social tenden-
cies. Each season, teams and their 

coaches work through a 28-lesson 
curriculum, which promotes self-
respect, tolerance and community 
outreach, empowering all partici-
pants to embrace their uniqueness. 
Biweekly sessions incorporate 
themed discussion and exercise. 
	 For girls, ages 7 to 12, the 
program is one of a kind. At an 
impressionable, uncertain time, 
practices provide a forum for 
sharing experiences and asking 
questions. 
	 Nationwide, every season of 

Girls on the Run ends with the 
completion of a 5K run. This 
spring, all Suffolk County teams 
will participate in the 5K portion 
of Hill House’s Backyard Dash. 
	 Registration is now open for 
both Beacon Hill teams, and prac-
tices begin Tuesday, Feb. 7. Both 
teams will practice on Sunday 
afternoons, and participants 
may choose between Tuesday or 
Wednesday evening weekday
practices.

tried but thanks to Dan, they’re 
now on my shopping list. 

Places to Get Warm
Dan does most of his walking in 
the Back Bay and Beacon Hill, so 
that’s where his secret warming 
spots are located. “Around the 
neighborhood, I love the hotels 
with heat lamps outside the 
lobby, especially the Taj and the 
Park Plaza,” he said. 
 In other parts of the city, look 
for the doormen at a hotel or a 
condo complex, and you may 
find they’ll share their little island 
of warmth with you.
 Dan also noted that, “Some 
banks welcome dogs out from 
the cold, namely TD Bank and 

People’s United.” Check with 
your own bank and find out if 
you and Fido can take a warming 
break in a lobby or ATM area.
 “If I need to get a warm drink, 
I prefer bringing my dogs into 
Back Bay Station to Dunkin 
Donuts; not necessarily a heated 
building, but it’s a break from the 
weather,” Dan said. 
 That is a brilliant idea and both 
Back Bay and South Station have 
other food options when you’re 
out and about with your dog. 
 Do you have a question or topic 
for City Paws. Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

Music (from pg. 16)

City Paws (from pg. 5)

Girls on the Run participants run in the Backyard Dash.

Hill House, Girls on the Run on again

Blackstone’s and Hampshire House co-host book-signing event on Feb. 7

BRA
The Boston Redevelopment Authority 
is hosting a Public Meeting regarding

One Canal Street
Wednesday, February 8th

6:00PM
CBT Architects of 110 Canal Street, 
Boston, MA 02114
Project Proponent: Trinity One Canal, LLC
Project Description: The Proponent filed a Project Notification 
Form (PNF) proposing a 438,800 square foot building including 
approximately 320 units of rental housing, 159 parking spaces 
and 21,300 square feet of retail space on the ground floor.  The 
Proposed Project is located on Parcels, 2A, 2B, and 2C created by 
the construction of the Central Artery/Tunnel project in the 
Bullfinch Triangle.

Close of Comment Period: Friday, February 17, 2012
Geoff Lewis
BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
ONE CITY HALL SQUARE, 9TH FLOOR
BOSTON, MA 02201

fax: 617.742.7783
phone: 617.918.4297
email: geoffrey.lewis.bra@cityofboston.gov

Brian P. Golden 
Executive Director/Secretary

	 Blackstone’s of Beacon Hill, 
in response to an ever-increasing 
number of customer requests, is 
expanding its line of books by 
adding to an already impressive 
selection that includes books of 
local interest, children’s classics, 
home and garden, fictional novels 
and many historical and humor-
ous selections that have been 
popular staples for years. 
	 “With the recent closing of all 
the Boston Borders bookstores, 

there has been a need in local 
neighborhoods to fill the void for 
those who value the convenience 
of a store in walking distance and 
still love the feel of a real book in 
their hands,” said Jennifer Hill, 
co-owner of Blackstone’s. 
	 With this year marking the 
100th anniversary of Fenway Park 
and the sinking of the Titanic, 
many new entries arrive almost 
daily on these subjects.  In addi-
tion, Blackstone’s plans to build 

upon customer requested catego-
ries such as biographies, mystery 
and suspense.  
	 “Our love of books and our 
dedication to presenting interesting 
authors and the numerous book 
signings we have held over the 
past years are always well attended 
and proof that many residents still 
value the written word and the 
interesting people who pen them,’ 
said Mark Duffield, co-owner of 
Blackstone’s.
	 On Tuesday, Feb. 7, Blackstone’s 
will join the Hampshire House to 
host local celebrity and author Ron 
Della Chiesa from WGBH, whose 
new book “Radio My Way” has 
already been critically acclaimed 
by the local press.  
	 Della Chiesa’s 50 years in radio 
reads like a who’s who in the his-
tory of music including encounters 
with the likes of Luciano Pavrotti, 
Placido Domingo, Tony Bennett, 
Mel Torme, Frank Sinatra and 
hundreds more.  
	 “Ron’s recollections of conver-
sations and encounters with many 
of the great musicians of our time 
are priceless, timeless, and a great 
read,” said Boston Pops Conductor 
Keith Lockhart.	
	 The event will take place in the 
Hampshire House library starting 
at 6:30 p.m. and will be replete 
with local Beacon Hill jazz vocal-

ist Lisa Macalaster, who will be 
accompanied by pianist Henry 
Schniewind. 
	 Duffield added, “My father was 
an avid reader and would often 
quote The New England Primer 
and John Wilson, ‘My book and 

heart shall never part,’ and from 
Wilson., ‘Oh for a book and a 
shady nook, either in door or out.’  
We at Blackstones are pleased our 
customers feel the same way and 
to the extent we can we will pro-
vide that shady nook.”

Cover of Ron Della Chiesa's new 
book titled, " Radio My Way."




