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Enjoying 
winter

 

BHCA’S Garlands and Greens Holiday Gathering
Details, Page 5

T O M O R R O W

It’s dark in the morning and dark at night. If cli-
mate change hasn’t completely screwed things up, 

it will soon get really cold.
	 Some of you are down in the dumps already.
	 Others are unaffected by weather except when 
the temperature goes above 80 degrees accompanied 
by humidity. That’s me. It’s then that I lose the will 
to live. I prefer rain and snow. I like the coziness of 
the dark and the exhilaration of zero fahrenheit. It’s 
possible I have a screw loose. Or it may be that I’ve 
just learned to appreciate certain aspects of winter. 
	 At the outset, I’ll admit I have a fireplace, I have 
only 17 feet of sidewalk to shovel, I don’t have to 
drive in bad weather, and sometimes we can get 
away for a few days to someplace warm. Since you 
live in downtown Boston, it is likely that you share 
most of these advantages. Usually I’m here, though, 
slogging through the snow like everyone else.
	 But winter has distinct advantages. For one thing, 
friends are around. You know how friends have that 
annoying habit of going away for the entire summer 
or at least on weekends. In winter, however, you can 
meet them for dinner or a play. They can be corralled 
for a walk on the Esplanade or the Greenway. And 
it’s not just friends, but co-workers too. It can get 
pretty unsatisfactory in the summer when someone 
you need to speak to get your job done is on vaca-
tion. By and large you can accomplish more and 
enjoy people more in the winter.
	 Reading, watching television, listening to music 
and going to movies-they all seem more accessible 
in the winter when it’s cold and dark. Sitting before 
that fire while doing any of these activities makes 
things even more cozy and comfortable. Add friends 
or family to the picture, and it gets better and bet-
ter.
	 When I was young with a new baby I remember 
feeling cooped up. Then I discovered winter activi-
ties. Since the stroller didn’t breeze through snow, 
we’d put the baby in a back pack and go cross-coun-
try skiing along the river. One frosty winter evening 
we skied up the frozen Charles to Harvard Square 
for dinner with friends. (Do they let you do that 

By Dan Murphy

As was the case throughout the 
city, Beacon Hill and West End 
voters favored the four incumbent 
candidates for city councilor at-
large in last Tuesday’s election.
	 According to the city’s unofficial 
election results, Ayanna Pressley 
topped the polls in both neighbor-
hoods, garnering approximately 23 
percent of ballots cast in Beacon 
Hill (Ward 3, Precinct 6 and Ward 
5, Precincts 3, 4, 5 and 11) and 20 
percent in the West End (Ward 3, 
Precinct 5). Citywide, 21 percent of 
voters supported Pressley.
	 Also topping the bill were John 
Connolly, who received 22 percent 
of votes in Beacon Hill and 20 per-
cent in the West End; Felix Arroyo, 
with 21 percent in Beacon Hill and 
20 percent in the West End; and 
Stephen Murphy, with 15 percent 
in Beacon Hill and 16 percent in 
the West End.
	 Michael Flaherty, who served 
as city councilor at-large from 
2000 until his unsuccessful bid 
for mayor in November of 2009, 
trailed closely behind in the race 
for one of four at-large seats, with 
11 percent of votes in Beacon Hill 
and 14 percent in the West End.
	 Political newcomer Sean Ryan 
garnered 5 percent of ballots cast 
in Beacon Hill and 3 percent in 
the West End, while Will Dorcena 
– another neophyte – received 4 
percent of votes in Beacon Hill and 
5 percent in the West End.
	 Approximately 13 percent of 
registered voters in Beacon Hill 
and 12 percent in the West End 
participated in the election, com-
pared with the citywide rate of 18 
percent.

Four incumbents top 
city council at-large 
race on Beacon Hill

The in 
crowd

A view of the Longfellow Bridge from the eighth floor of the Massachusetts Eye and Ear 
Infirmary. (Photo by Phyllis Clark)

November sunset

Ten years ago, the only means of reach-
ing the tracks of the Green Line’s “Science 
Park/West End” Station, on a historic via-
duct was an exhausting climb of three sets 
of stairs. 
	 It presented a serious challenge for the 
handicapped, the elderly and mothers with 
children in strollers living in the nearby build-
ings of Boston’s West End. This condition 
troubled members of the recently founded 
West End Civic Association (WECA), who 
had been acting in the interest of the area’s 
residents during the years of chaos caused 
by the  “Big Dig” and construction of new 
buildings.
	 Appeals to the MBTA for the installation 
of an elevator at the station resulted in word 
that lack of funds would make it impossible 
to improve the station in less than 20 years. 
Undaunted, WECA appointed a committee 
with the goal of persuading the T to install 
elevators now. Additionally, the committee 
was commissioned to obtain the reconstruc-
tion of an overpass at the adjoining Leverett 
Circle that had been removed during tun-
nel construction. The committee’s leading 
members – then current and past presidents 

Paul Schratter, Louise Thomas and Marie 
Cantlon, through letter appeals and direct 
contact, managed to get the attention of the 
foresighted current General Manager of the 
Transit Authority Daniel Grabauskas who in 
short time announced that a plan to recon-
struct the old Science Park station, including 
elevators, would be given priority. 
	 The $22 million project was supported 
and led to its completion by the current act-
ing T General Manager Jonathan Davis and 
his staff. 
	 In his dedication address of the modern 
“Science Park/West End” station, Davis stat-
ed: “It was all neighborhood-   marshaled. 
... they are not afraid to hold people’s feet to 
the fire. If it was not for them, (the elevators) 
would not have gotten done as quickly.”
	 The first objective of the West End Civic 
Association‘s special committee had been 
achieved.
	 The ground to platform elevators on 
both inbound and outbound sides were 
initiated on Nov. 9, when the E line trains 
once again ran between North Station and 
Lechmere.

The hidden story of the Science 
Park/West End T-Stop restoration
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Frog Pond open 
for skating Nov. 18
Mayor Thomas M. Menino, Boston Parks Commissioner 
Antonia M. Pollak, and The Skating Club of Boston President 
Joseph Blount will host this year’s official opening of the Boston 
Common Frog Pond Skating Rink on Friday, Nov. 18, at 5:30 p.m.   
The evening’s emcee will be Kennedy Elsey of Mix 104.1.
	 In celebration of the 2011/2012 season the rink will open with 
a world-class skating show starring 2011 U.S. bronze medalist 
Ross Miner, 2011 U.S. Pairs 5th place winners and 2009 Junior 
World Bronze medalists Marissa Castelli and Simon Shnapir, 2011 
New England Regional Intermediate Silver medalist Isabelle Dost 
and 2011 New England Regional Intermediate Champion Bennett 
Gotlieb. 
Opening night will feature free admission for all following the 
skating show with skate rentals offered at the regular price.  Special 
guests will include mascot Frog Pond Freddie and Sony Pictures 
“Arthur Christmas.”  In addition, samples and giveaways will 
be provided by Nantucket Nectars, Boston Ballet, Little Sprouts 
Daycare Center, Newman’s Own Salsa, Granny Squibb’s Tea, The 
New York Times and H.P. Hood LLC.
	 The Skating Club of Boston manages and operates the Boston 
Common Frog Pond. The Frog Pond features public skating, les-
sons, rentals, Frog Pond Café, and a warming area. Frog Pond 
hours of operation are Sunday to Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
(except Monday when the rink closes at 4 p.m.), Friday and 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., closed Thanksgiving Day and 
Christmas Day, Christmas Eve 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., New Year’s Eve 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and New Year’s Day noon to 5 p.m.  
	 Admission fees are $5 for ages 14 and over and free for ages 13 
and under.  Skate rentals are $5 for children 13 and under, $9 for 
14 and over, and lockers are available for $2.  The Frog Pond con-
tinues freestyle skating on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
from 7:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. for $12 a session. 
Individual season passes are available for $150, family passes 
with children ages 13 and under are $250, and lunch passes good 
Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (holidays excluded), 
are available for $100.  The Skating Club of Boston at Frog Pond 
will be offering passes valid for skating at Frog Pond in the winter 
months and at 		  The Skating Club of Boston’s indoor 
facility during the months when Frog Pond skating is closed.  
	 The Skating Club of Boston’s Frog Pond Skating School has 
greatly enhanced its skating lessons program and will be offering a 
variety of group and private skating lessons throughout the season 
for skaters of all levels and ages, including special needs skaters.
	 For up-to-date schedules, events, programs, offerings and 
general and weather-related updates please call the Frog Pond at 
617-635-2120 or visit www.bostonfrogpond.com.  For Boston 
Common parking information go to www.massconvention.com/
bcg.html.

schools leader-board to keep track of all schools donations. This can 
be found online at www.antons.com/cfk. Each year, the top donating 
schools are rewarded for their generous efforts and this year these 
totals will be on the scoreboard for all to see. 
	 Additional improvements include a new Web site and creative 
launch, as well as a record-breaking number of promotional partners, 
including Jordan’s Furniture, KISS108, JAM’N 94.5, FOX25 and 
Wickedlocal.com.
 	 “We are thrilled to be a part of this wonderful initiative again,” said 
Jordan’s President and CEO Eliot Tatelman. “Coats for Kids provides 
help to families right in our backyard who are having difficulty. And 
it gives our customers an opportunity to give back to the community. 
We are proud to be a part of it.”
 	 For more information and to sign up, visit www.antons.com/cfk.

By Alexandra Curry

Generations of volunteer leader-
ship and administrative staff have 
cultivated a sense of urban com-
munity through Hill House’s pro-
gramming, outreach and neighbor-
hood events. 
	 Perhaps you’ve visited 127 Mt. 
Vernon St. for a stack of pancakes, 
to volunteer at a senior dinner or 
to find the perfect Christmas tree. 
You might know someone whose 
children grew up attending Hill 
House’s programs and summer 
camps, or maybe you remember 
Hill House as a part of your own 
childhood.
	 The community center has 
grown a great deal since its forma-
tion in 1966. Hill House’s build-
ings on Mt. Vernon and Joy streets, 
both located in the heart of Beacon 
Hill, offer programs of athletic, 
creative and intellectual nature to 
children ages 4 months to 12 years 
old. For families living in Beacon 
Hill, Back Bay, West End and 
other downtown neighborhoods, 
Hill House offers the type of youth 
activities normally available only 
to residents of the suburbs.
	 This fall, 1,050 children 
enrolled in Hill House programs. 
While early childhood classes 
are the organization’s most well 

Hill House’s Joy Street building.

Hill House: A community effort celebrates 45 years

(Hill House Pg. 11)
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The deadline for listing events is the Tuesday before publication. Call 617-523-9490 or fax 617-523-8668 or email editor@beaconhilltimes.com

C a l e n d a r

Tickets may be purchased at bhcivic.org, Cambridge Trust Company,  
75 Chestnut, 74 Joy Street, or at the door is available. 

now?) Parents with little kids 
can now go skating on the Frog 
Pond or in Kendall Square. I’ve 
even known parents who are 
confident and skilled enough to 
ski downhill with their child in 
a backpack. That’s not me, and 
it may not be you, but it shows 
that people who learn winter 
sports enjoy the season more 
than those who don’t.
	 Winter is the perfect time to 
do things that summer is too hot 
for. Have you ever gotten naked 
with your friends and soaked 
in hot steam at Dillons Russian 
Steam Bath? It’s just over the 
Tobin Bridge in Chelsea. Even 
if your forbears did not come 
from Eastern Europe, you’ll rec-
ognize the place from all those 
Russian novels you’ve read. 
There are oak leaves that you 
can switch one another with. It’s 
all unlike anything else you ever 
do. Apparently there are other 
old-world steam bath facilities 
in Boston, but Dillons is the only 
one I’ve been to.
	 Finally, there is the easy 
winter pleasure of peeking in 

people’s windows. As you walk 
home from work or from park-
ing your car, you can observe the 
charming domestic lives of those 
who’ve forgotten to close their 
curtains or those who just don’t 
close them at all. They’re cooking 
dinner. They’re throwing a cocktail 
party. They’re watching television 
or setting the dining room table. 
You don’t like their taste in furni-
ture or you do.

	 If these winter pleasures don’t 
speak to you, remember that win-
ter really lasts only about four 
months. By March, the Japanese 
witch hazel has begun to bloom 
and days of long sunshine are 
around the corner. Then all of you 
who like to bake in the sun in hot, 
humid weather can start making 
your plans. It’s when that hot 
weather hits that I’ll be dreaming 
of winter.

TUESDAY, NOV. 15

FUNDRIASER, “Evening Honoring Creative 
Spirits,” Kingsley Montessori School, 26 
Exeter St., suggested donation: $25 per 
person, R.S.V.P. to 617-723-9713 or via e-
mail at www.beaconhillvillage.org

MEETING regarding Charles Eliot Memorial 
Improvement Project, Community Boating 
Tuesday, Nov. 15, at 6:30 p.m., visit www.
mass.gov/dcr/news/publicmeetings/parkland-
spast.htm for more information

RECITAL, Vanessa Mulvey and Jill Dreeben 
(flute duo) performing works by Telemann 
and Dubois on Nov. 15, King’s Chapel, 58 
Tremont St., 12:15 p.m., suggested dona-
tion: $3 per person, call 617-227-2155 for 
more information

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 16

MEETING, Beacon Hill Book Club, Beacon 
Hill Civic Association, 74 Joy St., 7-8 p.m.

CONCERT, Davis McGrory (piano) perform-
ing “Memories of Childhood,” Church of St. 
John Evangelist, 35 Bowdoin St., 5:30-6:30 
p.m., free, visit www.stjev.org or call 617-
227-5242 for more information

EVENT, Cibeline Sariano’s fifth annual 
Trunk Show Sale, Presidential Suite, The 
Liberty Hotel, 215 Charles St., noon-9 p.m. 	
EVENT, Brown Bag Lunch, Congregational 
Library, 14 Beacon St., second floor, noon-
1 p.m., visit www.CongregationalLibrary.org 
for more details

FILM SCREENING, “Vertigo” (1958, 128 
minutes, Rated PG), West End Branch of 
the Boston Public Library, 151 Cambridge 

St., 3 p.m., call 617-523-3957 for more 
information

THURSDAY, NOV. 17

MEETING, Book Discussion Group, West 
End Branch of the Boston Public Library, 
151 Cambridge St., 3 p.m.

LECTURE, “Home Base Program,” Haber 
Conference Room, MGH, 11 a.m.-noon

FRIDAY, NOV. 18

EVENT, Mayfair on the Hill open house 
for “grand reopening,” 81a West Cedar St., 
6-9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 19

WORKSHOP, “Holiday Ornaments,” Gibson 
House Museum, 137 Beacon St., 9-11 a.m., 
cost: $35 per child, call 617-267-6338 or 
e-mail gibsonhousedirector@gmail.com For 
more information or to register for the 
workshop

SATURDAY, NOV. 19 -    
SUNDAY, NOV. 20

EVENT, Beacon Hill Fine Arts & Crafts 
Sale, the Firehouse, 127 Mt. Vernon St., 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.

TUESDAY, NOV. 22

RECITAL, cellist Aristides Rivas performing 
J.S. Bach’s “Suite No. 6,” King’s Chapel, 58 
Tremont St., 12:15 p.m., suggested dona-
tion: $3 per person, call 617-227-2155 for 
more information

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 23

CONCERT, Nick Dinnerstein (cello) perform-
ing “Minimalism and More,” Church of St. 

John Evangelist, 35 Bowdoin St., 5:30-6:30 
p.m., free, visit www.stjev.org or call 617-
227-5242 for more information

FILM SCREENING, “North by Northwest” 
(1959, 136 minutes, unrated),West End 
Branch of the Boston Public Library, 151 
Cambridge St., 3 p.m., call 617-523-3957 
for more information

SUNDAY, NOV. 27

RECITAL, Heinrich Christensen playing 
the C.B. Fisk organ with tenor Thomas 
Gregg singing the chorale tunes of Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s “Leipzig Chorales, Part II,” 
King’s Chapel, 58 Tremont St., 5 p.m., sug-
gested donation: $15 per person and $10 
for seniors and students

TUESDAY, NOV. 29

RECITAL, guitarist Matthew Korbanic per-
forming works by Sor, Villa-Lobos, King’s 
Chapel, 58 Tremont St., 12:15 p.m., sug-
gested donation: $3 per person, call 617-
227-2155 for more information

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 30

CONCERT, Anney Gillotte (soprano) and 
Karen Burciaga (Baroque violin) performing 
17th-century English songs, Church of St. 
John Evangelist, 35 Bowdoin St., 5:30-6:30 
p.m., free, visit www.stjev.org or call 617-
227-5242 for more information

FILM SCREENING, “Psycho” (1960, 109 
minutes, Rated R), West End Branch of 
the Boston Public Library, 151 Cambridge 
St., 3 p.m., call 617-523-3957 for more 
information

known and heavily populated pro-
grams, Hill House continues to 
promote community involvement 
through monthly senior dinners, 
outreach and seasonal events. 
	 The Hill House soccer program, 
with volunteer coaches leading 
more than 500 players, has grown 
to be Boston’s largest organized 
fall soccer program. Each Saturday 
morning of the fall season, Teddy 
Ebersol’s Red Sox Fields on the 
Esplanade are filled with an eager 
group of kids learning to play 
while being introduced to ideas of 
sportsmanship and teamwork. 
	 Both internally and through 
philanthropic focus, Hill House 
encourages families to give back. 
The Hill House Outreach Program 
(HHOP) promotes community 
involvement through donations of 
time and assets to various nearby 
non-profits with a focus on serving 
women and children in need. 
	 Hill House’s scholarship fund 
makes programs affordable to any 
candidate. More than $250,000 
in scholarship funding has been 
awarded to children residing in the 
Greater Boston area since 1966. 

A glimpse into the past
Hill House is, and always has 
been, a community effort. 	
Neighbors residing in the Beacon 
Hill area sought 45 years ago to 
promote a sense of community 
among the residents of this very 
unique Boston neighborhood. Now 
a resource for more than 1,500 
families each year, Hill House’s 
mission remains the same. 
	 The community center was 
incorporated in the spring of 1966 
at 74 Joy St, the location where the 
organization and its mission began 
to flourish. 
	 In 2001 - following a donation 
by Mayor Thomas M. Menino 
and the City of Boston, countless 

campaign efforts and three years 
of renovations - the Mt. Vernon 
Street firehouse opened as Hill 
House’s new and improved central 
building. 
	 The building’s main staircase 
bares brass plaques engraved with 
the names of those whose dona-
tions deemed them members of the 
Firehouse Brigade. 
	 Hill House’s existence and suc-
cess is a result of well-recognized 
programming and the generosity it 
has encouraged. 

The future of ‘your 
backyard’
Oct. 21 marked the 9th annual 
Hill-O-Ween celebration - Hill 
House’s largest fundraiser. 
	 This year, the Carnaval-themed 
event took place at the Boston 
Public Library in Copley Square. 
Guests enjoyed cocktails, live 
music and hors d’oeuvres during 
both live and silent auctions. The 
evening, as always, was a spe-
cial one with Hill House’s most 
involved parents, volunteers and 
benefactors in attendance. Hill-O-
Ween encourages the generosity 
and creativity that have cultivated 
the Hill House of today. 
	 Meanwhile, the non-profit’s 
mission will remain the same in 
years to come and its motives 
strengthened. 
	 Through programming, out-
reach, and events, Hill House 
will continue to connect neigh-
borhoods, children, families and 
senior citizens, adapting to the 
growth and change of local needs.
	 Help Hill House remain your 
backyard in the city for another 45 
years. 
	 For more information, call 
617-227-5838 or contact Dianne 
Powers, development associate, at 
dpowers@hillhouseboston.org.

Hill House (from pg. 6)




